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Cancer Communication Project Knowledge Exchange 
 
 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 
Thorne, S. Through Their Eyes: Putting Consumer Perspective Research into Practice. Keynote 
Speaker, National Nursing Research Conference, London, ON, May14-15/04. 
 
Thorne, S., Kuo, M., Armstrong, E-A., McPherson, G., Waterson, J., Cheung, C., Harris, S., 
Hislop, G. Being Known: Patients Perspectives on the Meaning of Human Connection in Cancer 
Care. Paper presented at the 10th Annual Qualitative Health Research Conference, Banff, AB, 
May1-5/04. 
 
Thorne, S., McPherson, G., Kuo, M. The Complexity of Cancer Care Communication: Analysis 
of the Outliers. Paper presented at the National Nursing Research Conference, London, ON, 
May14-15/04. 
 
Thorne, S., Esson, L., Kuo, M., Cheung, C., & Hislop, G. Honesty, Hope and the Meaning of 
Numbers in Cancer Care Communication, Poster presented at the International Conference on 
Cancer Nursing, Sydney, Australia, Aug 8-13/04. 
 
Thorne, S., Bultz, B., & Baile, W. The Cost of Poor Communication in Cancer Care. Paper 
presented at the Symposium on Communication between Patients and Health Providers in 
Oncology, International Conference on Communication in Health Care, Bruges, Belgium, Sept 
14-17/04. 

Thorne, S., Hislop, T.G., & Harris, S.R., Challenges in Communicating Clinical Information: 
Insights from the Consumer Perspective. Poster presentation at the 1st International Cancer 
Control Congress, Vancouver, Oct 23-26/05. 

Oliffe, J.L., Thorne, S.E., Hislop, T.G., Oglov, V, Armstrong, E-A, and McKay, W. Holes in the 
Cultural Canopy of Cancer Communication. Oral presentation of paper at the Annual Meeting of 
the Society for Applied Anthropology-World on the Edge, Vancouver, BC, March 31/06.  
 
Oliffe, J.L. and Thorne, S.  Men, masculinity and prostate cancer: Australian and Canadian 
Patient Perspectives of Communication with Male Physicians. Oral presentation of paper at the 
Canadian Association of Psychosocial Oncology Annual Conference, Montreal, Quebec, April 
6/06.  

Thorne, S. The Power of Communication in Chronic Illness Care: What Consumer Research Can 
Teach Us, Keynote Lecture, McGill University Health Centre, Montreal, Nov 3/06. 

Thorne, S., Harris, S.R., Hislop, T.G., Kim-Sing, C., Oliffe, J., Stajduhar, K., Armstrong, E.-A., 
& Oglov, V. Cancer Care Communication in the Diagnostic Period:  Initial Reports and One-
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Year Retrospective. Oral presentation given at the 19th Annual CANO Conference, Vancouver, 
BC, Oct 28-31/07. 
 
Stajduhar, K., Thorne, S., McGuinness, L., & Kim-Sing, C.  Helpful and Unhelpful 
Communications in the Context of Advance Cancer. Oral presentation given at the 19th Annual 
CANO Conference, Vancouver, BC, Oct 28-31/07. 
 
Thorne, S., Hislop, T.G., Stajduhar, K., & Oglov, V. The Appearance of Time:  Compassionate 
Communication in Cancer Care. Poster presentation given at A National Forum on Cancer Care 
for All Canadians Improving Access & Minimizing Disparities for Vulnerable Populations, 
Vancouver, BC, Nov 1-3/07 
 
Thorne, S., Oliffe, J., Hislop, T.G., Oglov, V., Armstrong, E.-A., Stajduhar, K., Harris, S. Kim-
Sing, C.  Looking Back:  Retrospective Patient Perspectives of Difficult Cancer Care 
Communication in the Diagnostic Period.  Poster  presentation given at Making Connections:  A 
Canadian Cancer Research Conference Celebrating NCIC’s 60th Anniversary Toronto, ON, Nov 
15-17/07. 
 
Hislop, G., Thorne, S., Oglov, V., Armstrong, E.-A., Oliffe, J., Harris, S., Kim-Sing, C., 
Stajduhar, K Cancer Care Communication Around the Time of Diagnosis:  Lessons  Learned  
Poster  presentation given at  2nd International Cancer Control Congress, Rio, Nov. 25-28/07. 
 
Thorne, S., Oliffe, J., Stajduhar, K., Kim-Sing, C., Hislop, T.G., Harris, S.R. Armstrong, E.-A., 
Oglov, V. Physician-Patient Communication in the Decisional Context:  Patient Perceptions of 
the Dynamics of Difference. Poster presentation for the 5th International Shared Decision 
Making Conference, Boston, MA, June 14-17/09. 
 
Thorne, S., Katzenstein, D., Oliffe, J., & Oglov, V. Chronic Advanced Cancer: New Challenges 
in Cancer Care Communication.  International Council of Nurses, Malta, May 2-8/11. 
 
Thorne, S. Nursing roles in enhancing the communication environment. Paper presented at 
Canadian Association of Nurses in Oncology Annual Conference, Halifax, NS, Sept 11-14/11. 
 
Thorne, S., Oliffe, J., & Taylor, K.  Explorations in the application of keyword analysis to 
conversational interviews with cancer patients.  Paper presented at Canadian Association of 
Nurses in Oncology Annual Conference, Halifax, NS, Sept 11-14/11. 
 
Thorne, S. Effective Communication Across the Cancer Trajectory: What Patients Can Teach 
Us. Keynote Address for Global Breast Cancer Conference 2011, Seoul, Korea, Oct 6-8/11. 
 
Thorne, S., Taylor, K., Stephens, J., Kim-Sing, C., & Hislop, G. Talking Trials: Communication 
Dynamics Around Clinical Trials from the Cancer Patient Perspective. Paper presentation for 
the 17th Annual Qualitative Health Research Conference, Vancouver BC, Oct 25-27/11. 
 
Thorne, S., Stajduhar, K., & Reimer, J. What Am I Supposed to do Now?:  Patient Perceptions of 
Communication Needs and Preferences Associated with the End of Initial Cancer Treatment. 
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Paper presentation for the 17th Annual Qualitative Health Research Conference, Vancouver BC, 
Oct 25-27/11. 
 
Thorne, S., Oliffe, J.L., & Taylor, K. Considerations of Keyword Analysis as an Adjunct to 
Qualitative Interpretations of Gender Difference in Cancer Communication.  Paper presentation 
for the 17th Annual Qualitative Health Research Conference, Vancouver BC, Oct 25-27/11. 
 
Thorne, S.,  Stephens, J., Taylor, K., Hislop, T.G., & Kim-Sing, C. (2011). Communicating 
Clinical Trials: Discourses and Dynamics from the Cancer Patient Perspective. Poster presented 
at the Canadian Cancer Research Conference, Toronto ON, Nov 27-30/11. 
 
Thorne, S. What is the Qualitative Contribution to Knowledge? Plenary Paper for Pushing the 
Boundaries: Frontiers of Quality of Life Research, 18th Annual Conference, International Society 
for Quality of Life Research. Denver, CO, Oct 26-29/11. 
 
Thorne, S.,  Stephens, J., Taylor, K., Hislop, T.G., & Kim-Sing, C. (2011). Communicating 
Clinical Trials: Discourses and Dynamics from the Cancer Patient Perspective. Poster presented 
at the Canadian Cancer Research Conference, Toronto ON, Nov 27-30/11. 
 
 
OTHER PRESENTATIONS 
 
Thorne, S. Communication in Cancer Care: Can Research Make a Difference? Keynote address, 
BC Cancer Agency Annual Cancer Conference Provincial Oncology Nurses’ Meetings, Nov/03. 
 
Thorne, S. Cancer Care Communication Research. Live radio interview on CBC’s “The 
Current” with Anna Maria Tremonti, 2003.  
 
Thorne, S. Communication in Chronic Illness Care: What Can we Learn from the Consumer 
Perspective? Invited Seminar, Center for Research in Chronic Illness, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, April 14/03. 
 
Thorne, S. Communication in Cancer Care: What We Still Don’t Know and Why. Invited lecture, 
School of Nursing & Midwifery Research Colloquium, University of South Australia, Adelaide, 
Australia Dec 3/03. 

 
Thorne, S. & Hislop, G. Cancer Communication Research.. Invited panelists, First National 
Workshop on Cross Cultural Cancer Research and Care: Building Collaborative Communities 
Feb 19-20/04. 
 
Thorne, S. Communication in Cancer Care: What it Means to Patients. Presentation to Canadian 
Cancer Society BC & Yukon Division Volunteer Appreciation Night, May 26/05. 
 
Stajduhar, K.I. Helpful and Unhelpful Communication in the Context of Advanced Cancer. 
Invited presentation celebrating Nursing Week, British Columbia Cancer Agency, Victoria, BC 
(and videoconferenced around the province), May, 2008.  
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Thorne, S. Communication in Cancer Care: Insights from Research with Cancer Patients.  
Canadian Cancer Society, BC & Yukon Division Information Services, Vancouver, Mar 3/10. 

 

Thorne, S.  Communication: The Consumer’s Perspective. Keynote Lecture for the Multinational 
Association for Supportive Care in Cancer, Vancouver BC, June 24/10. 
 
Thorne, S. Psychosocial and Communication Issues in Cancer. Webinar Lecture for the 
International Council of Nurses in Cancer Care, Oct 13/10. 
 
Thorne, S. Doctoral Seminars on Interpretive Description:  Ersta Sköndal University; Karolinska 
Institute Stockholm, Sweden, Feb 21-25/11. 
 
Thorne, S. Modern Health Care and the Evolving Nurse-Patient Relationship. Public Lecture, 
School of Public Health, Åarhus University, Denmark, Mar 2/11. 
 
Thorne, S. Meeting the Needs of our Patients: Cancer Nursing in Challenging Times, Keynote 
presentation for BC Cancer Agency/BC Oncology Nurses Network, 8th Annual Canadian 
Oncology Nursing Day, Vancouver, Apr 5/11. 
 
Thorne, S. Interpretive Description: Applied Qualitative Research in Action. Half day workshop, 
The Israeli Center for Qualitative Research, Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Be’er Sheva, 
Israel, May 12/11. 
 
Thorne, S. Interpretive Description:  Applied Qualitative Research in Action. One day pre-
conference workshop, 17th Annual Qualitative Health Research Conference, Vancouver BC, Oct 
24/11. 
 
Thorne, S. Patient Perspectives on Communication in Clinical Trials Accrual. National Cancer 
Institute of Canada Clinical Trials Group Invitational Workshop, Toronto, ON, Apr 26/12. 
 
Thorne, S. Interpretive Description: Applied Qualitative Research in Action. McMaster 
University School of Nursing, November 5/12. 
 
Thorne, S. Dying with Dignity. Philosopher’s Café, Vancouver BC, Nov 28/12. 
 
Thorne, S., Oglov, V., Kim-Sing, Taylor, K., & Stephens, J. Does Communication in Cancer 
Care Really Matter? Café Scientifique.  Vancouver, Jan 30/13. 


